
Guided Pathways-
Exploratory Sequence and 
College Success

Team Members: Doug Avella (Soc), Aleyda Cervantes (Outreach), Justin Dampeer (ELCAP) 
Donna Enguerra-Simpson (YRSP), Rus Higley (MAST, Marine Bio), Eileen Jimenez (TRiO SSS), 
Jennifer Johnston (Healthcare Transitions), Laura Manning (CMST) Julie Pollard (Access 
Services), Wendy Swyt (English), Iesha Valencia (Student Programs) Krystal Welch (Umoja), 
Nicole Wilson (Counseling), Liz Word (CMST)



Agenda

Rationale 

How is this different?

Next steps



Guided Pathways @ Highline

HIGHLINE COLLEGE PRIORITY AREA 1: All programs (degrees and certificates) 
prepare students for better jobs, further education, and increased 
opportunities. 

 Meta Majors & Programs of Study

 Exploratory Sequence

 Designing Program/Degree Maps

 Degree Math & College Level English within 1 year 



College Success Courses are 
valuable…

http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/student-success-courses-
for-sustained-impact.pdf CCR 2013

http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/student-success-courses-for-sustained-impact.pdf


However, those effects are short term

Boudreau, C. A., & Kromrey, J. D. (1994). A longitudinal study of the retention and academic performance of participants 
in freshmen orientation courses. Journal of College Student Development, 35(6), 444–449

A number of other studies, including two 
studies using a rigorous experimental 
design, found that benefits from 
participating in success courses faded 
over time. Boudreau, C. A., & Kromrey, J. D. (1994). 



Typical Pitfalls of College Success 
Courses 

Cho, S. W., & Karp, M. M. (2012). Student success courses and educational outcomes at Virginia 
community colleges (CCRC Working Paper No. 40). New York, NY: Columbia University, Teachers College, 
Community College Research Center.

Too many topics, not 
enough time 
(information dump)

Skills not 
contextualized/relevant

Students don’t have a 
chance to practice skills 
in disciplinary courses 
(HUM, MATH, SCI, 
etc.…)

Not considered an 
integral part of the 
college



College Success Reimagined

 Collectively developed Purpose of Course: The purpose of this course 
sequence is to help students decide what they want to study at 
Highline and beyond; build connections with other students, faculty, 
and staff; and get to know the supportive resources Highline has to 
offer.

Equity Outcomes - By the end of the course students will be able to: describe the process in which they 
are involved to decide what they want to study at Highline and beyond; describe specific connections they 
have built with other students, faculty, and staff; and articulate specific supportive resources that Highline 
has to offer.



College Success Reimagined
Unit/Module Equity 

Contribution/Outco
me

Activites, Themes Co-Curricular Support/link

1 Understanding Self 
and Others: 
Creating 
Community

•will be able 
to describe 
multiple 
identities 
that they 
hold;

•will be able 
to articulate 
specific 
sources of 
support at 
Highline;

•will be able 
to describe 
community 
building 
activities in 
which they 
have 
engaged

•Sharing personal 
narratives, aspirations 
and goals

•Navigate campus 
resources

•Navigating Systems 
of Higher Education

•Intake Assessment 
(Getting to know 
what they do not 
know)

•Policies and 
Processes

•Co-curricular 
activities: reflections 
after each section.

Attend Thunder 
week

Focus on a study 
skill –

Yooso Article 
Community 
Wealth



College Success Reimagined

5 Career 
Exploration

•Will be able to 
describe the outcome 
of career and 
personality 
assessments

•Will be able to 
describe knowledge 
gained in personal 
career interest areas

•Personal: 
Cultural and 
Social 
Capital 
Awareness;

•networking 
opportunities
; job fairs

•assessment
s [WOIS, 
Career 
Coach, 
Strong, 
MBTI]

Academic 
Plans, 
Registration, 
In-Class 
Advising



Linking College Success to Disciplinary 
courses: Research Suggestions  

Keup, J. R., & Petschauer, J. W. (2011). The first year seminar: Designing, implementing, and assessing courses to support student learning 
and success. Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina, National Resource Center for the First-Year Experience and Students in Transition.

Teach the content of student success using strategies 
that emphasize application and sustained practice.

Reinforce student success learning objectives in 
disciplinary courses.

Integrate student services functions to build and 
sustain students’ progress toward specific student 
success learning objectives.



Data from a neighbor: South Puget 
Sound Community college

Figure A: Students enrolled in CCS 101 returned the following quarter at a 
significantly higher rate than students who did not enroll in CCS 101 . 
The red reference line refers to the prior year fall-to-fall retention rate of 
new students. 



Data from a neighbor: South Puget 
Sound Community college

Figure C: Students enrolled in CCS 101 returned the following 
fall quarter at a significantly higher rate than students who did 
not enroll in CCS 101. 
. The red reference line refers to the prior year fall-to-fall retention rate of new 
students. 



Linking College Success to Exploratory 
Sequence

Using courses from the DTA Transfer/Washington 45, linking college 
success to a sequence of courses designed for exploratory learners 
(undeclared, unsure of program)we feel will enhance the success 
effects of the course. 

https://www.sbctc.edu/resources/documents/colleges-staff/programs-
services/transfer/wa45_final-2012.pdf

By Fall of 2022,  all new transfer degree seeking students will be 
required to take College 101 as part of their degree to boost retention 
and completion and also giving students the opportunity go in depth 
with each of Highline College’s pathways.



How can you help?

Have ideas, topics, or interests in college success? 
Reach out to me to share. 

Know some good people who could teach 
college success? Send them our way.
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